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OSCE members share water resources with each
other and with other nations

1 They share surface water and groundwater – via
blue water flows – in river and groundwater
basins
REQUIRES COOPERATION WHICH CAN BE VERY

POLITICALLY DIFFICULT

2 They share rainfall green water – via
internationally traded commodities especially food
commodities
FACILITATED BY INTERNATIONAL TRADE WHICH

REDUCES THE NEED FOR COOPERATION
OSCE 2015 Environmental Forum
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O S C E

Virtual Water “Trade”

2. Previous and new development eras?

Blue / Fresh / Surface plus Groundwater

Embedded in trade
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The Economist March 2013

OSCE 2015 Economic and Environmental Forum
First Preparatory Meeting

osce Members

The Economist March 2013

Good news and very good news

Very bad news and news and mixed news

Exporting their
environments

Importing other
nations’ environments
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Civil society
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Douglas/Thompson - ‘ways of life’

Cultural theory - Douglas et al.
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Non-conforming

Conforming
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Help us to know the things that should be changed,

As well as the things that can be changed,

And give us the wisdom to know the difference

After Reinhold Niebuhr c 1940

Fini

Tony Allan ta1@soas.ac.uk
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