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Water crises : governance crises 

Enough water for human and nature needs … if managed wisely!  
Coping with future water challenges requires more than financing & hydrology 
Technical, financial & institutional solutions exist, but implementation is lagging behind 
How to manage water-related risks & trade-offs ? A need for good governance  

Local and global issue, with multiple actors at different levels  
Capital –intensive, monopolistic intensity, market failures 
Interdependencies across multiple stakeholders are poorly managed  
Many countries struggle to really understand (and map) who does what, at which level 

No one-size-fits-all response but overarching Principles are needed  
Need for place-based policies & local-national framework, strategy and rules  
Governments should strive to develop better water policies for better lives 
Taking stock of what works well and what does not work is important 

Beyond the question of WHAT to do to meet the water challenge,  
there is a need to think about WHO DOES WHAT, WHY,

AT WHICH LEVEL and HOW

Water, a fragmented sector that is sensitive to multilevel governance

OECD’s Evidence Base

National Policy 
dialogues 

Thematic work 

Benchmarks 

OECD Multi-level Governance Framework : 
 “Mind the Gaps, Bridge the Gaps” 

OECD 2011 : Water Governance in OECD Countries : a Multi-Level Approach  
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The Water Governance Cycle  

OECD Water Governance Initiative  

110+ Delegates gathering every 
6 months in a Policy Forum  Steering Committee Wider beneficiaries  

Global Water Agenda 

OECD Indicators on water governance OECD Principles on water governance 

Regional partners  
[Americas, Europe, Asia-

Pacific, Middle East, Africa] 

WG n°1
Stakeholder 
engagement 

WG n°2
Governance & 
performance of 
water services 

WG n°4
Integrity & 

Transparency 

WG n°3
Basin

governance 

A multi-stakeholder and bottom-up approach  



OECD Principles on Water Governance 

A Multi-stakeholder Declaration on  
OECD Principles on Water Governance 

65 Major Groups committed to the Principles at the 7th World  
Water Forum (Daegu, Republic of South Korea, 13 April 2015) 



1. Water Governance Best Practice Database 
– Success Stories & Pitfalls to avoid  
– Online

2. OECD Water Governance Indicators  
– Intergovernmental consensus on indicator framework 
– OECD Water Governance at a Glance Publication  

3. Outreach and Dissemination 
– Regional consultations 
– Stakeholder Seminars  

Next steps for Implementation (2015-2017) 

http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/OECD-Principles-on-Water-Governance-brochure.pdf

Download the Principles!

Translation in 15 
languages 

English French 

German Spanish Portuguese Italian Dutch 

Greek Korean JapanHebrew Turkish 

Chinese
(Mandarin)

Russian Hindi

+ Arabic 
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